INTRAVENOUS injection into rats of immune complexes (IC) prepared in 5 x antigen excess rapidly induces annular bands of vascular congestion and transmural haemorrhage producing a striped appearance of the small intestine. Indirect evidence suggested a major role for PAF in the induction of lesions. In the present study, we showed that blood and leukocyte levels of PAF were elevated in most rats injected 10 min earlier with sufficient IC to induce lesions of 3 + to 4 + intensity. There was no significant difference in the number of rats with elevated plasma levels of PAF. The possibility that changes in blood PAF levels might be mirrored at sites closer to the lesions was considered. The overall effect of PAF on the small intestine of the rats is to induce stasis of flow; the precise target of PAF in mediating this effect is unknown.
Introduction
Immune complex induced enteropathy refers to lesions of the small intestine which develop within minutes of the intravenous injection of immune complexes (IC) into To obtain plasma, 2.0 ml blood was drawn into a heparinized syringe, cooled immediately in a test tube at 0C and promptly centrifuged at 500 x g for 10 min at 4C. Plasma, 0.5 ml, was mixed with 8.5 ml of cold PBS, and 9.0 ml 20% acetic acid containing 10 #1 [3H]-PAF was added and the mixture vortexed repeatedly for 15min. The mixture was centrifuged at 500 x g for 15 min, the supernatant was recovered and applied to a Bond-Elut column as described above.
To obtain leukocytes, 2.0 ml heparinized blood was promptly cooled as above, centrifuged at 800 x g for 10 
Results
Blood levels of PAF were measured in controls and in rats injected 10 and 60 min earlier with sufficient IC to induce lesions of 3+ to 4+ intensity. Among rats bled at 10 min after IC, there were significantly more animals with blood levels greater than 2.5 ng per ml compared to either the controls (p < 0.005) or animals bled 60 min after IC (p < 0.01). There was no significant difference in the number of rats with blood levels greater than 2.5 ng/ml at 60min compared to the controls (Fig 1) . 2 These levels are much higher than were found in the blood of humans, 2'3 rabbits 1 or dogs. 4 The extent to which the stress of handling and anaesthesia contributes 
